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Joseph Sold Into Slavery (Genesis 37)
Main Point:  We must depend on God’s grace to turn away from sin.
Key Verse: (God’s grace) teaches us to say no to godless ways and sinful longings. - Titus 2:12a
Materials:  a box of crayons, one balloon and situation cards
Huddle Leaders, today is your first day together with your new group. This week’s lesson is designed to help you get to know your students. Make sure that you model telling your name before you speak each time. The more you hear your kids names and the more often they hear yours, the quicker you will get to know each other!

Getting Acquainted: Color Connection

· Say: Joseph’s coat was made from many beautiful colors. Our own lives have beautiful colors that remind us of wonderful memories we share with our family and friends. Choose a color from the crayon box. It can be any color, and does not even have to be your favorite. Choose a color for yourself as well. When you look at your color, think of a favorite memory you have or a fact about yourself that this color reminds you of. Here are some examples to help you think: Purple crayon - “I love grape-flavored ice pops. Last summer we ate them at the park on the Fourth of July.” Blue crayon - “I love going to the beach. My family goes to Treasure Island together every summer.” Red crayon -“I just bought a new pair of shoes that are red.” Leader, you go first! Your students will love to hear your stories.

Hands on Application:
· Say: Our adventure with Joseph is going to take many twists and turns over the next few weeks. Today we looked at how his brothers needed to deal with their sin of anger. Hand a situation card to every other student. Have one child read the SITUATION on their card. Leader, blow up your balloon to indicate the pressure that is built up by a wrong emotion. Then have that student pass their card to the student next to him or her.  Have that student read the verse at the bottom of the card. Leader, while holding onto your balloon, let the air out of it to indicate God’s grace deflating the temptation to sin. Continue until all cards are read. After the last verse is read, let your balloon go and fly around the room. (If short on time, just choose a few volunteers to read two or three cards. If students are too young to read, leader should lay cards out on table, and allow a few students to choose a card. Leader then reads them aloud, using balloon demonstration.)
Group Discussion:

· Say: God gives us the grace to say no to wrong thinking and wrong living. We have the choice to sin or to follow God, but He always promises to give us the strength and ability to follow Him! This year we are going to discover many ways that we can live in His grace so that we are victorious when tough choices come our way.

Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your children will learn to live in God’s grace so that they have power over sin in their lives. Pray that they will see His blessings when they follow Him.

Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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	SITUATION: Jesse is mad at his sister because she got an ipod for her birthday.  He asked for one at Christmas and didn’t get it. He doesn’t think it’s fair that she got one and he didn’t!

Galatians 5:26 - Let us not become proud. Let us not make each other angry. Let us not want what belongs to others.
	SITUATION: Michaela is so irritated with her baby sister, Juna. Juna is just learning to walk and now she’s starting to get into a lot of messes that Michaela has to clean up. Just now Juna unrolled all of the toilet paper in the bathroom. What a mess!

I Corinthians 13:4a  - Love is patient and kind.

	SITUATION: Blake is really upset about the guys at school. They don’t play fair at recess. They say that because they play football together on a team, they don’t have to let anyone else play with the ball. Blake is so mad sometimes, he feels like he could punch them!

Romans 12:14 - Bless those who hurt you. Bless them, and do not call down curses on them.
	SITUATION: Jenae is not at all happy! Her parents decided to let her sister pick where they would go out to eat this week after church, and she picked Chinese. Jenae really wanted to go to Stevie B’s so she could play games. She decided that she just would speak to her family the rest of the day.

2 Corinthians 13:11b - Agree with one another. Live in peace. And the God who gives love and peace will be with you.

	SITUATION: Brandon would like to give his sister a piece of his mind. She was on the phone all night so he couldn’t call his friend to get his homework assignment for school tomorrow. He is ready to tell her that she needs to get a life and a few other things because he is so mad!

Ephesians 4:29 - Don't let any evil talk come out of your mouths. Say only what will help to build others up and meet their needs. Then what you say will help those who listen.
	SITUATION: Francis, is furious at her brother. He pestered her all night while she was on the phone. Didn’t he realize that her conversation was extremely important? Brothers! As she was getting ready for bed, all she could think about was how much she wished she was an only child!

Ephesians 4:26 Scripture says, "When you are angry, do not sin.” Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry.

	SITUATION: Jordan is so angry he wants to cuss. He knows he shouldn’t use bad language, but he sure is mad right now! A team player on the opposite team just kicked him in the shin and the referee didn’t see it. 

Colossians 3:8 - But now here are the kinds of things you must get rid of. You must put away anger, rage, hate and lies. Let no dirty words come out of your mouths.
	SITUATION: Lorraine is steaming mad. Her friend Joelle just said she was acting like a snob. Hmph! It takes one to know one!

Colossians 3:12-13 - You are God's chosen people. You are holy and dearly loved. So put on tender mercy and kindness as if they were your clothes. Don't be proud. Be gentle and patient. 13 Put up with each other. Forgive the things you are holding against one another. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you.











